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Ward 3 Update

Crossroads Newsletter (March 2007)

Message from Helene

Input from the community is extremely important to me.  When my schedule permits, I attend the Community Association Board of Directors’ meetings.  There are often times when Community Associations require the support of their Alderman and it has been my pleasure to support the Crossroads Community Association.  At times it begins by being available just to hear their concerns which involve the community.  

Property Tax Assessment

What is “Property Tax Assessment”?  This is a question my office receives on a regular basis.  I will do my best to explain this in the most basic terms.  Assessment is an estimate of your property value which is used to calculate the amount of taxes you’ll pay.  The estimated value comes from the measurement, analysis and interpretation of the real estate market.  To determine your assessment, The City uses the market value standard required by the Alberta Municipal Government Act.  Your annual property assessment is based on its estimated market value as of July 1 of the previous year and reflects the physical condition of your property at the end of that year, including changes such as a developed basement, major renovations, fireplace or a garage.

For example the Median Assessment (The mid-range value of the property type specified, within the specified community) value of the communities of Mayland Heights & Vista Heights are $336,000 and $293,500 respectively and the tax levy for these communities average $1,789 and $1,563.  Even though Calgary’s home prices have become among the highest in the country, while property taxes remain the lowest, I still voted against the 4% tax increase, because I have always maintained that taxes should not increase higher than the rate of inflation. So many families in ward 3 have told me they are significantly impacted by what some perceive as a small increases of taxes and I will continue to be concerned for them as their voice on Council.
Medallion Development

I recently met with executives from the Medallion Development Corporation.  They are planning to build an office building at 1925 – 18th Avenue NE.  The building will be of high quality with a square footage of up to 51,000 square feet.  It is scheduled to be completed by the end of 2008.  This project should prove to be an excellent development for the  community.

Public Engagement

As I have stated many times in the past, public engagement is one of the most important aspects of the role of Alderman.  Therefore, I will be hosting another Open House in the community on April 25.  We will be at Bishop McNally High School, along with many City departments to listen to your concerns as well as provide you with some pertinent information from the City of Calgary.  Community Associations Representatives and other groups may be available as well. See you there!!  

Contact Ward 3

It is also important that I hear from you, the residents.  If you have any concerns, please contact my office at 268-2430 or e-mail us at ward3@calgary.ca.  For more information on Ward 3 activities go to www.helenelarocque.ca.
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