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Ward 3 Update

Evanston-Creekside Newsletter (May 2007)

Message from Helene

This month I would like to discuss a topic which affects our North East communities in a very positive way.  Multiculturalism is fundamental to our belief that all citizens are equal. Multiculturalism ensures that all citizens can keep their identities, can take pride in their ancestry and have a sense of belonging. Acceptance gives Calgarians a feeling of security and self-confidence, making them more open to, and accepting of, diverse cultures. In the past couple of months I have had the pleasure to represent City Council as Deputy Mayor at a number of prestigious events: 

· March 24, 2007: 
40th Anniversary of the Canada Pakistan Association

· March 31, 2007:
The Holy Prophet Day; “Jalsa Seeratun Nabi”

On March 25, 2007, to celebrate Calgary’s and Canada’s support of multiculturalism, I was able to attend the India Canada Association (INCA) and the Southern Alberta Heritage Language Association (SAHLA), “Multicultural Gala Event”.  Also, on April 22, 2007 it was my pleasure to have attended the Interfaith Symposium organized by the Ahmadiyya Muslim Women’s Association (NE Branch) at the Falconridge/Castleridge Community Centre.  I thoroughly enjoy supporting grass roots community initiatives such as these events, which brings together the diversity of our communities both culturally and religiously.
Through multiculturalism, the City of Calgary recognizes the potential of all Calgarians, encouraging them to integrate into their society and take an active part in its social, cultural, economic and political affairs.  
New Recycling Location
On March 15, 2007, I along with members of the community and City Administration were proud to open the new Country Hills Recycling Depot for the Northern Hills & Evanston communities.  The new location’s address is at 11622 Harvest Hills Boulevard.  This was an extra special event, in that the relocating of the Depot was a joint project between my office, the Northern Hills Community Association and our Administration.  The Community Association had expressed some major concerns to my office, from there I contacted our Waste and Recycling Department about the possibility of relocation, and from there between the three parties, we were successful in finding and moving the depot to a much more suitable location.
Public Engagement
Ward 3 is the largest ward by area and population in the City of Calgary.  It is imperative that constituents have an opportunity to express their comments to City Administration and their area Alderman.

As part of the public engagement process, I hosted a Ward 3 Open House at Bishop McNally High School on Wednesday, April 25, 2007 from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  At the event, there were a number of City departments represented to answer community resident questions.  I was there to make myself available to answer any questions you had.  
I will also be hosting another Open House on the west side of Deerfoot Trail on May 30th, 2007 at Cardel Place.  I’m looking forward to meeting and listening to you on that evening.
Contact Ward 3

It is also important that I hear from you, the residents.  If you have any concerns, please contact my office at 268-2430 or e-mail us at ward3@calgary.ca.  For more information on Ward 3 activities go to www.helenelarocque.ca.
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