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FALCONRIDGE/CASTLERIDGE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
Message from Helene

The Ward 3 Aldermanic Office has undergone a number of changes.  I have a new Constituent Assistant and his name is Shaminder Parmar.  Shaminder will be the first line of contact for constituents of Ward 3, and will bring your concerns directly to myself.  Stephen Wu has been hired as my Summer STEP student and will be in the office to assist the Ward 3 team with various projects.  Chris Tomiyama remains as my Executive Assistant.  The Ward 3 Staff continues to work collaboratively as a team, and rest assured all concerns and questions are brought to my attention.
Ward 3 Open House (Cardel Place)

On May 30, 2007, I held an Open House at Cardel Place.  It provided an opportunity for myself and staff to meet many constituents, listen to their concerns and questions.  The Open House also gave many City of Calgary Business Units the opportunity to inform residents of existing or upcoming projects, as well as answer any questions pertaining to their department.
Council Strategic Initiative Fund

This fund permits community groups to apply for funding special events on a one time basis to assist an organization in the operating costs of their specific project.  I was delighted to have attended the Aldermanic Organizing Committee’s meeting to support the Falconridge/Castleridge Community Association’s application for $1000 to assist in their Annual Stampede Breakfast.  
Supporting community projects such as Falconridge/Castleridge Community Association’s Pancake Breakfaast are community initiatives that I place as a priority, which is why I also supported other community projects.  Such as Martindale’s “Movie in the Park”, Saddle Ridge’s Pond Party, the Northeast Centre of Community’s Golf Tournament and the North of McKnight Community Resource Centre’s Multicultural Festival.

Upcoming Projects

Intersection at Falconridge Dr. & Castleridge Boulevard

After receiving a number of calls to my office regarding the progress of the left turn lane to northbound Falconridge Boulevard off of eastbound Castleridge Boulevard.  I spoke directly with our Senior Traffic Signals Engineer to report on the development of this project.  He has informed me that installation will involve some widening work and will commence this Fall.  A drawing of the project was forwarded to Bill Johnson (FCCA President) last month. This is one example of how community in collaboration with myself to accomplish projects that will benefit communities.
FCCA’s Stampede Breakfast

As stated earlier, I was pleased to have supported this project through the Council Strategic Initiatives Fund. This year’s event taking place on June 23, 2007, will provide residents with a free breakfast and a Resource Fair for the residents.  I have attended this event on many occasions and have found it to be a wonderful opportunity for families to attend and get to know their neighbors.  The FCCA has implemented this event for many years and I would like to encourage residents of Falconridge and Castleridge to either support their Community Association (i.e. purchasing a membership) or get involved (volunteering).   I, along with my staff will be available at this event to answer any questions you may have.
Ahmadiyya Community Canada Day Celebrations
Last year the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community hosted a Canada Day event for more than 900 citizens, which celebrated their solidarity and gratification for being citizens in Canada.  It will be a pleasure to attend again their event which is scheduled to take place on July 1, 2007 at Prairie Winds Park.

This year, my office assisted the planning group in ensuring that a number of City of Calgary Business Units were available for their Fair.

North of McKnight Multicultural Festival

On September 8, 2007, the communities North of McKnight of Ward 3 will be hosting the North of McKnight Multicultural Festival. The event will be held at the Falconridge/Castleridge Community Centre, located at 95 Falshire Drive NE.   I was very much involved in the planning and implementation of last year’s event, which was an extremely positive collaboration of the Resource Centre and Community.  With over 1000 participants, the goal of increasing multiculturalism was a tremendous success.

As with last year, a member of my staff will participate as a member of the Planning Committee for this year’s event.  This will be an excellent opportunity for the residents of Falconridge, Castleridge, Martindale, Saddle Ridge, and Taradale to come together to celebrate the multicultural character of their communities. Among many other activities, you will be able to sample some delicious ethnic foods and have the opportunity to view dancing and sporting demonstrations with an international flavor. Admission is free, so please come out with your friends and family!

McKnight Boulevard/36 Street Interchange

On Saturday, June 30, 2007 members of the community are invited to join Alderman Larocque and the City of Calgary to celebrate the opening of the McKnight Boulevard/36 Street Interchange.  The event will be held at Rotary Challenger Park (3688 48 Avenue N.E.)  at 12:00 p.m.  The celebration will include a barbeque and activities for children.
Contact Ward 3

It is also important that I hear from you, the residents.  If you have any concerns, please contact my office at 268-2430 or e-mail us at ward3@calgary.ca.  For more information on Ward 3 activities go to www.helenelarocque.ca.
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