Ward 3 Update

Falconridge/Castleridge Newsletter (January 2006)

Message from Helene

2007 has arrived!!!  I would like to wish everyone best wishes for the coming year!!   As I reflect on the past year, I am overwhelmed by achievements made as a result of some very hard work.  

The Northeast Centre of Community Society together with their partners and City Administration are making tremendous progress in making a recreation centre for the north of McKnight communities a reality.  Recently, Council unanimously supported my motion for Council to consider an increase of $10 million for a total of 37.5 million for the project.  On November 27, 2006, Council voted to approve my motion of $2 million in the 2007 budget for the preparation of a concept plan for the NECC.  I have been extremely supportive of this initiative and look forward to continuing to push this project forward.  

The Métis Trail – McKnight Boulevard Interchange project is well on its way to completion.  This has been a long wait for Ward 3 residents and I would like to commend them for their patience throughout the construction of this undertaking.

The Westwinds LRT Station will be projected to be completed in the fall of 2007 and at this point in time, is on schedule.  I pushed administration to install 20 handicapped parking stalls instead of the 12 proposed and was successful.  It was a pleasure to have sat on the Northeast LRT Community Consultation Committee the past year with members of the three community associations north of McKnight.  I believe we as a group ensured the voice of the community were heard in the planning and development of this endeavor.

The North of McKnight Multicultural Festival was truly an example of a venture which was an unbelievable achievement, due to the collaboration of various community groups.  Community Associations, community agencies and my office joined forces to plan and implement one of the most successful special events I have had the pleasure of participating in.

There are so many other accomplishments the year had brought about, too many to mention.  Therefore, I would urge you to keep an eye out for my Annual Report which you will be receiving delivered to your mailboxes in early December.  You may also access it on my website at www.helenelarocque.ca.   It will go into much more detail on the successes of my office and the communities of Ward 3.  I believe the key to successful government is working together with community and I look forward to many more achievements in 2007.

Public Engagement

On November 22, 2006 I hosted my second Open House of the year at Cardel Place.  For residents north of McKnight, I had hosted an Open House in the Spring of 2006 at Bishop McNally and I plan to hold another in the spring of 2007.  I find offering Open Houses are a great way to provide residents with information on City Services as well as, it provides me with the opportunity to communicate directly with constituents.  On November 16, 2006, our Planning Department held an Open House & provided a presentation on the Industrial Area Structure Plan of the Northeast Regional Policy Plan @ Bishop McNally High School.  This presentation and Open House was to provide residents with information on the development of a large parcel of land north of 80 avenue, which will become a signature industrial development.  

Contact Ward 3

It is also important that I hear from you, the residents.  If you have any concerns, please contact my office at 268-2430 or e-mail us at ward3@calgary.ca.  For more information on Ward 3 activities go to www.helenelarocque.ca.

