Ward 3 Update

Falconridge/Castleridge Newsletter (July/August 2006)

Message from Helene

The Falconridge/Castleridge Community Association and its partners (North of McKnight Community Resource Centre & the Falconridge Boys and Girls Club) are organizations that strive on a continuous basis to provide a variety of quality programs for not only the residents of Falconridge and Castleridge, but for all the residents north of McKnight Boulevard.  It is my pleasure to contribute whatever I can to enhance their programming (Heritage Park Passes & $100 donation & Calgary Monopoly Game to the Spring Fling Fundraiser).

On the 24th of June, the FCCA held their annual Pancake Breakfast.  It was wonderful to get out, meet some of the residents and donate Heritage Park passes as well to this event.

McKnight Westwinds LRT Groundbreaking (Attach Picture)

As you know, transportation for Ward 3 was and will continue to be a priority of mine.  I consider myself fortunate to be a part of ground breaking functions such as this, which took place on June 7, 2006 and to see the north east finally receiving transit and transportation projects of this magnitude.  In was great to see members of the North East LRT Consultative Committee able to attend, including the FCCA President, Bill Johnson.

68 Street/McKnight Boulevard Intersection Construction

This project includes completing the twinning of McKnight Boulevard through the 68 Street NE intersection to east of 68 Street NE, constructing left turn bays on all four legs of the intersection, as well as constructing a dedicated right turn lane from westbound McKnight Boulevard to northbound 68 Street NE and from northbound 68 Street NE to eastbound McKnight Boulevard.  Some of you may ask, why is the intersection have limited access?  This closure is necessary to install a storm line in McKnight Boulevard to collect storm water run off.  The storm line installation will be 8 metres deep which requires an 8 metre work zone on each side of the trench for safety and material storage.

Public Engagement

Ward 3 Open House

Getting out and meeting residents of Ward 3 is always rewarding.  It has been a very long time since the people north of McKnight had any type of City of Calgary Resource Fair.  With the number of projects happening in the North East, I saw it fitting to put on an Open House whereby representatives from a number of City departments are on hand to answer any questions residents may have.  I would like to thank all community residents who came out, the YMCA, community associations and also to those City of Calgary Staff who took time to attend this event.

Multicultural Community Event

On August 19, 2006, between 11am and 4pm, the communities North of McKnight of Ward 3 will be hosting the North of McKnight Multicultural Festival. The event will be held at the Falconridge/Castleridge Community Association building, located at 95 Falshire Drive NE. This will be an excellent opportunity for the residents of Falconridge, Castleridge, Martindale, Saddle Ridge, and Taradale to come together to celebrate the multicultural character of their communities. Among many other activities, you will be able to sample some delicious ethnic foods and have the opportunity to view dancing and sporting demonstrations with an international flavour. Admission is free, so please come out with your friends and family!

Sikh Parade (Dashmesh Culture Centre)

On May 27, 2006 I was fortunate to be invited and attend as the Deputy Mayor to celebrate Vaisakhi with the Sikh community.  Vaisakhi is one of the most important dates in the Sikh calendar.  It is the Sikh New year festival and commemorates 1699, the year Sikhism was born as a collective faith.  To mark this special occasion, a parade was carried out through the streets of the north of McKnight communities.

Contact Ward 3

It is also important that I hear from you, the residents.  If you have any concerns, please contact my office at 268-2430 or e-mail us at ward3@calgary.ca.  For more information on Ward 3 activities go to www.helenelarocque.ca.

