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Martindale Newsletter (May 2007)

Message from Helene

This month I would like to discuss a topic which affects our North East communities in a very positive way.  Multiculturalism is fundamental to our belief that all citizens are equal. Multiculturalism ensures that all citizens can keep their identities, can take pride in their ancestry and have a sense of belonging. Acceptance gives Calgarians a feeling of security and self-confidence, making them more open to, and accepting of, diverse cultures. 
In the past couple of months I have had the pleasure to represent City Council and our Mayor as Deputy Mayor at a number of prestigious events: 

· March 24, 2007: 
40th Anniversary of the Canada Pakistan Association

· March 31, 2007:
The Holy Prophet Day; “Jalsa Seeratun Nabi”

On March 25, 2007, to celebrate Calgary’s and Canada’s support of multiculturalism, I was able to attend and speak at the India Canada Association (INCA) and the Southern Alberta Heritage Language Association (SAHLA), “Multicultural Gala Event”.  Also, on April 22, 2007 it was my pleasure to have been the master of ceremonies for the Interfaith Symposium organized by the Ahmadiyya Muslim Women’s Association (NE Branch) at the Falconridge/Castleridge Community Centre.  Coming this fall, the North of McKnight Community Resource Centre along with a number of Community Associations will be hosting their Annual North of McKnight Multicultural Festival, I will again be proud to support this initiative.  I thoroughly enjoy supporting grass roots community initiatives such as these events, which brings together the diversity of our communities both culturally and religiously.
Through multiculturalism, the City of Calgary recognizes the potential of all Calgarians, encouraging them to integrate into their society and take an active part in its social, cultural, economic and political affairs.  
NE Ring Road Update

The Alberta government has signed a 30-year contract with the Stoney Trail Group to design, build, operate and partially finance Stoney Trail from its junction with Deerfoot Trail to 17 Avenue SE. The contract also includes maintenance of Stoney Trail NW from its junction with Deerfoot Trail to 16 Avenue NW. 

Total length is 21 kilometres. 

Six-lane sections from Deerfoot Trail to Metis Trail (44 Street NE) and McKnight Boulevard to 16 Avenue NE. Other sections are four-lane. 

Interchanges at Deerfoot Trail, Metis Trail, Country Hills Boulevard, Airport Trail, McKnight Boulevard, and 16 Avenue NE. 

Signalized t-intersection at 17 Avenue SE. An interchange will be built when Stoney Trail is extended south of 17 Avenue SE. 

Construction of two new railway bridge structures and rehabilitation of two existing railway bridge structures.
On March 29, 2007, I attended the Stoney Trail Open House held at Sunridge Mall.  I will continue to advocate on behalf of businesses negatively impacted by this project, with the Provincial Government.  It is my understanding that the Provincial Government has agreed to meet with the business and land owners to listen to their concerns.  Their primary concern is access to their businesses will be cutoff during and after completion of the roadway.

Public Engagement

On April 25, 2007, I was pleased to organize a Ward 3 Open House held at Bishop McNally High School. Making many of our City Departments accessible to residents in this format is very important to myself.  It was also great to meet many of the residents north of McKnight Boulevard and listen to their concerns.

For those of you who were unable to attend the April Open House, I will be providing another one on May 30 @ Cardel Place.

I was able to attend our Planning Departments’ Open House on the “NE Residential Area Structure Plan”.  This Open House was to provide information to residents on the future residential development in the new area north of the Saddle Ridge communities.

Contact Ward 3

It is also important that I hear from you, the residents.  If you have any concerns, please contact my office at 268-2430 or e-mail us at ward3@calgary.ca.  For more information on Ward 3 activities go to www.helenelarocque.ca.
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