Martindale/Saddleridge Newsletter (May 2006)

Message from Helene

Summer Student

Last month my office was able to secure a STEP (Summer Temporary Employment Program) grant from the Province, to hire a summer student.  Thomas Carrozzier is a political science student at the University of Calgary, he has been hired as the Ward 3 Community Liaison position for the summer.  Thomas’ main role will be to increase communications between the Ward 3 Aldermanic Office and the community associations within the ward.  Thomas will attend CA board meetings, assist my staff in the planning and implementation of the Open House in June, as well as conduct research for the Ward 3 office.  
Public Engagement

NECCC McKnight Westwinds LRT Park N Ride
The North East Community Consultation Committee continues to meet on a regular basis.  Most recently the committee was asked to provide input into the “Public Art” component of project.  The artist hired was brought to the CCC meeting to discuss the communities’ ideas for this portion of the project.
As a result of the input I have received from residents and various agencies, I have continued to push our administration for the increase in handicapped parking stalls allocated for the Park n Ride.  As stated in earlier newsletter reports, our administration had recommended 12 designated handicapped stalls of 950(as per City policy), however according to many expert agencies this would be a deficiency.  Therefore, I have requested a minimum twenty stalls to be allocated for disabled parking.

Ward 3 Open House

On Thursday, June 8, 2006, I will be hosting an Open House at Bishop McNally High School.  I have invited a number of City Departments to attend and answer questions you may have.  I would like to meet as many North of McKnight residents as possible and look forward to answer any questions you may have.  Ward 3 is the largest ward in Calgary, which includes areas east and west of Deerfoot Trail, as well as the communities of Crossroads, Vista Heights, Mayland and Belfast.  I hosted my first Open House in November and plan on having another in the Crossroads area in the Fall.  Here are the details of the upcoming event:

Date: 

Thursday, June 8, 2006


Time: 

5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.


Place: 

Bishop McNally High School (Auxiliary Gym)


Address:
5700 Falconridge Boulevard N.E.
Invited to the event will be the YMCA & NECCS (North East Centre of Community Society), who will be able to provide information on the planning of the Recreation Centre.  Also invited to the Open House will be the Community Associations representing Falconridge/Castleridge, Martindale, Saddleridge and Taradale.
Saddle Towne Circle

The traffic circle in Saddle Towne in recent months has become problematic, issues with speed enforcement and illegal deliveries.  As a result of numerous complaints from the community I had the City’s Traffic Engineering Department conduct a study as well as having the Calgary Police Service monitor speed on this roadway.  I will continue to work with the community on making the Circle safer for drivers and pedestrians.
Contact Ward 3

It is also important that I hear from you, the residents.  If you have any concerns, please contact my office at 268-2430 or e-mail us at ward3@calgaryl.ca.  For more information on Ward 3 activities go to www.helenelarocque.ca.

