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Helene Larocque

Alderman, Ward 3





Northern Hills Community Association

August 2007 Newsletter Update

This month’s question:

As there appears to be a delay in completion, can you provide us with an update on the status of work on Stoney Trail and when it will be open to traffic?

Alderman Larocque:

Thank you for your question.  I put this enquiry to our Director of Transportation planning and he was helpful with his response.  As many of you are aware the responsibility of the ring road (Stoney Trail) belongs to the Province.  The City of Calgary is very much involved by being consulted in the process.  From his discussions with Alberta Infrastructure and Transportation, the entire section of the northwest leg is expected to be open to traffic in the fall of 2008.  There is anticipated to be a number of interchanges still under construction past this point but the roadway itself is expected to be open and operational.  This fall, the interchange at Stoney Trail/Trans Canada Highway is expected to be open to traffic.

Northern Hills Community Association Fringe Festival

It was a pleasure to have attended and “kick off” this year’s NHCA “Fringe Festival”.  I would like to thank the organizers for inviting me and allowing me to participate.  Supporting grass roots initiatives such as this event is extremely important which is why I encouraged the NHCA Board to apply for funds through the Council Strategic Initiatives Fund.  And I was happy to have supported the $1000 grant given to the NHCA for this event, allotted from the Ward 3 portion of the main fund.
Country Hills Boulevard Widening Update
Construction on the Shaganappi Trail, Beddington Trail, Country Hills Boulevard (SBC) Widening Project is proceeding as planned.  Currently, construction activity is underway on Phase 1 and 2 (Beddington Widening and Shaganappi Twinning, respectively) and traffic disruptions have been minimal.  

Along Beddington Trail, between Berkshire Boulevard and Harvest Hills Boulevard, the eastbound lanes have shifted south of their original position in order to allow construction crews greater room to work in the median where excavation work is underway.  At the intersection of Beddington Trail and Berkshire Boulevard, the left-turn lane from westbound Beddington to southbound Berkshire has moved away from the median.  Work is about to start on the north side of Beddington Trail behind homes in Country Hills Estates – residents have been notified of this pending activity.  Other than the reduction of the speed limit to 50 km/hr when crews are on site, construction work along Beddington Trail has had limited impact on existing traffic movements.  

At the intersection of Country Hills Boulevard and Shaganappi Trail all construction activity is taking place adjacent to the carriageway.  Currently, the focus of the Shaganappi Twinning is on site preparation and earthworks movement.  There has been no impact on existing traffic movements.

In a few weeks, site preparation will begin at the intersection of Beddington Trail and Country Hills Boulevard.  This work is to accommodate the planned detour required for construction of the interchange.  Later this summer residents qualifying for sound attenuation will be contacted by Transportation Infrastructure in order arrange access to their properties, conduct an inventory of each yard to ensure that homeowners yards are returned to their original condition once the sound walls are complete.  At all times residences will have some form of fence along their property line.  I want to thank all the residents for their patience during the construction phases.
Ward 3 Open House
On May 30, 2007 I held my third Open House since taking office for residents Northern Hills and Evanston at Cardel Place.  There were a number of residents who provided some very positive feedback and others who expressed their concerns.  The City of Calgary Business Units in attendance were extremely helpful for a number of those concerned residents and I was able to answer questions from others.  I appreciate the fact that Northern Hills & Evanston Creekside Community Associations participated.  Open Houses are very important for myself, it provides me with a mechanism to get out and meet the constituents on a one on one basis.  And I will endeavour to undertake further Open Houses in 2008 after the fall election.  Please contact me at my office if you have any questions in the meantime.
