Northern Hills Community Association 

May 2006 Newsletter

Q:
What have you done to assist the residents of the Northern Hills Community obtain much needed public elementary and junior high schools?

A:
Thank you for the excellent question.  As the Ward Alderman I do share your concerns over the lack of schools in our communities.  I have received numerous calls into my office with residents who are growing angrier with having to bus their young children out of their communities to locations 45 minutes to an hour away from their homes.  
Unfortunately, at the municipal level very little can be done to ensure schools are built in the communities.  As the Alderman, during the Area Structure Planning for the communities, I can request land is set aside for the construction of schools.  Funding for school construction comes from the Provincial Government and where capital funding is allocated, falls upon the shoulders of the two respective school boards.  I have had conversations with both school board trustees, Ms. Linda Wellman & Ms Lynn Ferguson, expressing my concern over the deficiency in schools, both elementary and Junior High in the communities of Ward 3.  After the release of the Provincial Budget in March, with no increase in capital funding to address the deficiency of schools, I wrote a letter directly to the Minister of Education, Gene Zwozdesky, requesting the Province to come up with a realistic plan with the school boards to deal with this issue.  To date, I have not heard back from the Minister.
I would encourage all residents to write to your MLA (Mr. Gary Mar for Calgary-MacKay) and your school trustees to have your concerns addressed.  I will continue to push from the municipal level to have this situation rectified.
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