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Ward 3 Update

Northern Hills Newsletter (May 2007)

Questions:  

Why are the concerns raised by the NHCA not being addressed by the CPC, City Council, or City Planners?  Why are there no plans on the table for an overpass, to elevate the road (like the 96th Avenue connection to Airport Trail) to correct this problematic grade?  Is the safety of our residents being compromised to allow for Stoney Industrial development?  
As these questions are directly related to the City of Calgary’s planning process, I will do my best to relate the answer in a simple, informative fashion.  When the planning for the Stoney Industrial Area Structure Plan began, community residents and the Community Association were permitted to comment, either verbally at an Open House (two were held), or in writing to City Administration. The purpose of an Area Structure plan is twofold.  Firstly, it refines and implements the City broader planning objectives as contained it its strategic planning documents.  Secondly, it guides and directs land use, subdivision and development decisions, which when taken together determine the form that the planning area will take.  City administration and the Calgary Planning Commission are guided by Council approved documents such as the Calgary Transportation Plan, Go Plan and the Calgary Plan (Municipal Development Plan).  All three of these plans take into consideration such long range visioning issues as safety, mobility, cost-effectiveness and sustainability as far as thirty years into the future.    
Comments from the community are taken into consideration by administration (i.e. planners), prior to making a recommendation to the Calgary Planning Commission (which is made up of two aldermen and members of the public who have expertise in planning).  The Planning Commission in the case of the Stoney Industrial Plan, went against administration’s recommendation that the increased density of an I-2 designation could not be accommodated by the road network and approved the plan to go to City Council.  On April 28th, 2005 I met with members of the NHCA and the community at large, as well as on the date of the Public Hearing (May 9, 2005) I met with members of the NHCA to listen to their concerns and relayed them to Council.  In the Council meeting itself after much debate and my repeated attempts to make amendments to the plan, City Council approved the Stoney Industrial Area Structure Plan.  Ultimately, there will be future developments coming in that will be bound by the Stoney Industrial Area Structure Plan.
In response to the grade issue of Country Hills Boulevard  at Stoney Trail, I put the enquiry into our Transportation Planning Department, who acknowledged it had received the Community Associations concerns, however our Roads Business Unit indicated that the grade of 7% is not substandard for the classification of the road itself.  

Finally, is the safety of the residents being compromised, this is why on May 9th 2005 during the public hearing I had Council agreed to review the plan after the area is 50% developed to review the affects of the transportation network on the Community.
Public Engagement
Ward 3 is the largest ward by area and population in the City of Calgary.  It is imperative that constituents have an opportunity to express their comments to City Administration and their area Alderman.

As part of the public engagement process, I again hosted a Ward 3 Open House at Bishop McNally High School on Wednesday, April 25, 2007.  At the event, there were a number of City departments represented to answer community resident questions.  I continue to make myself available to answer any questions you may have.  
Additionally, I will be hosting another Open House on the west side of Deerfoot Trail on May 30th, 2007 at Cardel Place from 5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m..  I’m looking forward to meeting and listening to you on that evening.
Contact Ward 3

It is also important that I hear from you, the residents.  If you have any concerns, please contact my office at 268-2430 or e-mail us at ward3@calgary.ca.  For more information on Ward 3 activities go to www.helenelarocque.ca.

T: 403.268-2430		F: 403.268-8091		E-mail: ward3@calgary.ca


Website: www.helenelarocque.ca








