[image: image1.png]T. 268-2430 F. 268-8091
P o &1 ward3@calgary.ca
L) % THEQITY OF = www.helenelarocque.ca

(=Z5. CALGARY

Helene Larocque

Alderman, Ward 3






JULY-AUGUST 2007

SADDLE RIDGE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
Message from Helene

The Ward 3 Aldermanic Office has undergone a number of changes.  I have a new Constituent Assistant and his name is Shaminder Parmar.  Shaminder will be the first line of contact for constituents of Ward 3, and will bring your concerns directly to myself.  Stephen Wu has been hired as my Summer STEP student and will be in the office to assist the Ward 3 team with various projects.  Chris Tomiyama remains as my Executive Assistant.  The Ward 3 Staff continues to work collaboratively as a team, and rest assured all concerns and questions are brought to my attention.

Seniors Week  (June 4-11)

Seniors’ Week was celebrated in Calgary during the week of June 4-11, 2007.  I was fortunate enough to have attended the Kickoff Event @ the Calgary Zoo along with Premier Ed Stelmach.  On June 7, 2007 the Dashmesh Cultural Centre celebrated their seniors with a cultural presentation about the Sikh religion.  It was a pleasure to have attended the event and meet with its participants.

There are a number of other Senior’s events I will be attending in the month of June.   On June 20, 2007 I was invited to act as a judge for the Kerby Centre’s Talent Show celebration and I look forward to participating.  On June 26, 2007 I will be attending the Bethany Care Foundation’s Garden Party celebration. 

Ward 3 Open House 

On May 30, 2007, I held an Open House at Cardel Place.  It provided an opportunity for myself and staff to meet many constituents, listen to their concerns and questions.  The Open House also gave many City of Calgary Business Units the opportunity to inform residents of existing or upcoming projects, as well as answer any questions pertaining to their department.

On April 25th, I was able to provide a Community Open House for the residents of the communities north of McKnight Boulevard.  It was a pleasure to have met the citizens who attended the event and brought their concerns to me and the various City of Calgary Business Units who were able to attend.
Community Engagement is extremely important and Open Houses such as these are a great opportunity for me to hear the concerns of residents so I can bring your voice to decisions that I make on your behalf as your representative.
Council Strategic Initiative Fund

This fund permits community groups to apply for funding special events on a one time basis to assist an organization in the operating costs of their specific project.  I was delighted to have attended the Aldermanic Organizing Committee’s meeting to support the Saddle Ridge Community Association’s application for $500 to assist in offsetting the cost of their “Pond Party” Event.  
Supporting community projects such as Saddle Ridge Community Association’s Pond Party are community initiatives that I place as a priority, which is why I also supported other community projects.  Such as Martindale’s “Movie in the Park”, Falconridge/Castleridge’s Annual Pancake Breakfast, the Northeast Centre of Community’s Golf Tournament and the North of McKnight Community Resource Centre’s Multicultural Festival.
Upcoming Projects

North East Centre of Community Society Golf Tournament

The North East Centre of Community Society will be holding a Charity Golf Tournament on July 17, 2007, with proceeds going to the development of the North East Recreation Centre.  Having been involved in this project for the past five years, I am committed to seeing this project continue to the completion of a facility for the residents of northeast Calgary.  I was successful in speaking with many NE developers to get involved in this event both as participants and sponsors.  It was also my pleasure to have supported the Society’s application of $1500 to the Council Strategic Initiatives Fund.  Running a golf tournament of this magnitude is a lot of work for the volunteers of the planning committee, therefore I will ensure one of my staff will be present to assist is whatever capacity the committee would like.
Ahmadiyya Community Canada Day Celebrations

Last year the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community hosted a Canada Day event for more than 900 citizens, which celebrated their solidarity and gratification for being citizens in Canada.  It will be a pleasure to attend again their event which is scheduled to take place on July 1, 2007 at Prairie Winds Park.
This year, my office assisted the planning group in ensuring that a number of City of Calgary Business Units were available for their Fair.
North of McKnight Multicultural Festival

On September 8, 2007, the communities North of McKnight of Ward 3 will be hosting the North of McKnight Multicultural Festival. The event will be held at the Falconridge/Castleridge Community Centre, located at 95 Falshire Drive NE.   I was very much involved in the planning and implementation of last year’s event, which was an extremely positive collaboration of the Resource Centre and Community.  With over 1000 participants, the goal of increasing multiculturalism was a tremendous success.

As with last year, a member of my staff will participate as a member of the Planning Committee for this year’s event.  This will be an excellent opportunity for the residents of Falconridge, Castleridge, Martindale, Saddle Ridge, and Taradale to come together to celebrate the multicultural character of their communities. Among many other activities, you will be able to sample some delicious ethnic foods and have the opportunity to view dancing and sporting demonstrations with an international flavor. Admission is free, so please come out with your friends and family!
Contact Ward 3

It is also important that I hear from you, the residents.  If you have any concerns, please contact my office at 268-2430 or e-mail us at ward3@calgary.ca.  For more information on Ward 3 activities go to www.helenelarocque.ca.

[image: image1.png]