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Ward 3 Update

Saddle Ridge Newsletter (June 2007)

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Saddle Ridge Community Association for the continuous support of space within their newsletter, so that I am able to keep the residents of the community informed on civic issues.

Questions from the Community:
Q. What can be done to deal with the truckers that continue to park in our residential communities. We continue to call Calgary Parking Authority but the truckers still keep parking in the area. Are the fines not high enough or are they ignoring them?
A: The Calgary Parking Bylaw deals with trucks parking off a truck route in conjunction with the Truck Routes Bylaw. Under the bylaw a truck is defined as a vehicle with a registered Gross Vehicle Weight in excess of 5450 kgs. Some vehicles even though they are large may be under this registered weight so the parking restriction would not apply. Trucks are also allowed in residential areas to provide services and must take the most direct route from a truck route to the point of service and back onto a truck route. The Calgary Parking Authority is responsible for enforcing parking regulations in the city, however Calgary Police Service and Bylaw Services also have the authority to issue parking tags. For further information you can contact the Calgary Parking Authority.
2. Graffiti has raised it's ugly head in the area again. Who is responsible for cleaning the graffiti. How do we get businesses to clean the graffiti off their buildings in a timely manner.
A: When Graffiti is observed the citizens should call 311 to report it. Graffiti on public property including light poles, bridges, power boxes etc will be reported to the appropriate city or corporate business unit to be removed. There are programs in effect that have city crews cleaning up graffiti from public property on a daily basis on a proactive basis.  When graffiti is applied to private property the property owner is responsible to clean up their property. The city can order the property owner to clean up but is required to follow specific guidelines outlined in the Municipal Government Act. The act requires a property owner be given a written notice allowing them a minimum of 14 days to correct the situation. If they do not comply with the notice, after 14 days a city crew can attend the property to clean up the graffiti with the cost billed to the property owner. In addition a property owner can be issued a summons to appear in court on a bylaw offence charge. If the property owner appeals the notice, further enforcement or clean up action is halted until the appeal is ruled on. This can halt the clean up process for several months and the appeal ruling will determine what action can or can not be taken.    

Message from Helene

Bishop McNally MultiCultural Event on May 3
Events like this showcase the ideal that everyone has value. More importantly is how this event is jointly received by students and the surrounding communities. The success of that evening speaks to the unity of Bishop McNally with the communities it serves. 

Everyone was there to celebrate our cultural uniqueness. I celebrate the number of young people who have eagerly and enthusiastically embodied the ideal of acceptance. The students of Bishop McNally are all to be congratulated for achieving such a level of understanding.

Lessons in human interaction are not on the formal high school requirements curriculum assigned by the province. Bishop McNally High School has managed to make it an integral part of school culture. Truly this has benefits we may never tangibly recognize. But whether they are identifiable or not, the benefits of this event to this school and the community at large are invaluable.

I would like to thank the staff and students for such a warm welcome for myself as the Deputy Mayor for this event.
PSA Volunteer Recognition

The Properties Sports Association provides an avenue for the advancement of amateur sports to the children and youth of our communities.  I commend the organization and its volunteers for providing such an essential services to the residents of Ward 3.

Each year the Properties Sports Association displays their appreciation to volunteers with their Annual Recognition Event.  This year I had the pleasure of presenting awards at this event, to two very deserving individuals on May 5, 2007: Albert Kolomeitz for Softball and Kevin Richardson for Hockey.  Congratulations gentlemen and keep up the fantastic work.

India Canada Association Awards Night
The India Canada Association helps promote the Indian culture and traditions as essential components of multiculturalism in Calgary and Canada.  

It was an honor to have attended this event on May 5, 2007.  As stated many times in previous newsletters, I have been a proponent of multiculturalism as this is such a large piece of the culture of the Ward 3 communities.

Sikh Parade (Dashmesh Culture Centre)

On May 5, 2007 I was fortunate to be invited and attend as the Deputy Mayor to celebrate Vaisakhi with the Sikh community.  Vaisakhi is one of the most important dates in the Sikh calendar.  It is the Sikh New year festival and commemorates 1699, the year Sikhism was born as a collective faith.  To mark this special occasion, a parade was carried out through the streets of the north of McKnight communities.
It has been my pleasure to have attended this event for the past seven years.
Public Engagement

On April 25th, I was able to provide a Community Open House for the residents of the communities north of McKnight Boulevard.  It was a pleasure to have met the citizens who attended the event and brought their concerns to me and the various City of Calgary Business Units who were able to attend.

On May 30, 2007, I will be hosting another Community Open House at Cardel Place. At the event, there will be a number of City departments represented to answer community resident questions.  I will also make myself available to answer any questions you may have.  Ward 3 is the largest ward in Calgary with a population of over 90,000, includes two large areas on the west and eastside of Deerfoot trail.  Therefore, please join me on:
Date: 

Wednesday, May 30, 2007

Time: 

5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Place: 
Cardel Place

Address: 
11950 Country Village Link NE
Contact Ward 3

It is also important that I hear from you, the residents.  If you have any concerns, please contact my office at 268-2430 or e-mail us at ward3@calgary.ca.  For more information on Ward 3 activities go to www.helenelarocque.ca.

T: 403.268-2430		F: 403.268-8091		E-mail: ward3@calgary.ca


Website: www.helenelarocque.ca








