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Ward 3 Update

Saddle Ridge Newsletter (May 2007)

Message from Helene

The Saddle Ridge Community Association informed me that they would like to begin a new format for my report to you the citizens of Saddle Ridge.  The SCA would like to start a “Questions for the Alderman” report, where the Community Association asks questions relating to the community to myself.  This certainly does not mean that you the residents cannot contact myself directly, please continue to call my office if you have any concerns.  
1. Has the City acquired the lands for the Tri Services Centre?
Not presently.  The City is in the process of acquiring the lands.  The land designated for the Tri Services Centre is currently owned by Canada Safeway.  Safeway was waiting for approval of their plan to build their store within the circle, prior to negotiating with the City on releasing the land for the Tri Services Centre.  The City of Calgary has already purchased an acre of land for the Fire and EMS portion of the facility.  Police has approval within their budget from council to purchase the rest of the lands needed for the remainder of the Tri Services structure. 

2. How will the development of our Tri Services Centre impact District 5 in Temple?

The District 5 Police Station will likely close as the lease for the land on which it currently sits, will expire in 2008.  There will be an expansion of the Police Services in the Sunridge Business Park area.  Protective services has and will continue to be a priority for myself and I look forward to the opening of the Tri Services facility in the Saddle Ridge community, which will serve the communities north and south of McKnight Boulevard.

3. Given the large transit ridership North of McKnight, how can we speed up the arrival of LRT service into Saddletowne Centre?

The Westwinds LRT Station was originally scheduled to commence construction in 2010, however, I worked hard to get this project fast tracked and as a result this Station will open this Fall.  The City of Calgary’s priority is to provide LRT services to those areas of the City which are currently not serviced (i.e. West leg, South East and the North Central).  The stations of Martindale and Saddle Ridge are to be constructed sometime in the future, as funding is provided by the Provincial Government.
4. Has Calgary Transit any plans for the land in Saddletowne Centre prior to the development of the station?  The Community does not want to see a wasteland of dirt and weeds.  It needs some sort of short term development.

I put this question to our Transit Planning Business Unit, and was provided with the following information.  The Corporate Properties and Building Department will be responsible for looking after this land and it should be maintained in an acceptable, but vacant condition (graded, seeded, grass cut, etc.) until we need it for the next LRT extension.  I will ensure to follow up with our Corporate Properties Business Unit, make sure this area does not become an “eyesore” for the community.
Public Engagement

On April 25, 2007, I was pleased to organize a Ward 3 Open House held at Bishop McNally High School. Making many of our City Departments accessible to residents in this format is very important to myself.  It was also great to meet many of the residents north of McKnight Boulevard and listen to their concerns.

For those of you who were unable to attend the April Open House, I will be providing another one on May 30 @ Cardel Place from 5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m..
I was able to attend our Planning Departments’ Open House on the “NE Residential Area Structure Plan”.  This Open House was to provide information to residents on the future residential development in the new area north of the Saddle Ridge communities.

Contact Ward 3

It is also important that I hear from you, the residents.  If you have any concerns, please contact my office at 268-2430 or e-mail us at ward3@calgary.ca.  For more information on Ward 3 activities go to www.helenelarocque.ca.

T: 403.268-2430		F: 403.268-8091		E-mail: ward3@calgary.ca


Website: www.helenelarocque.ca








