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North Of McKnight (September 2005)

Ward 3 Update

What’s Happening in Ward 3?

36 Street/McKnight Interchange

The McKnight Blvd/36 Street Interchange is a partial cloverleaf design, with a fly-over structure for eastbound McKnight Blvd to northbound 36 Street NE traffic.  In order to accommodate the interchange, 36 Street NE, between McKnight Blvd and 64 Avenue, will be upgraded to 6 lanes.

The fly-over structure on the interchange is a grade-separated ramp, which is necessary to accommodate the heavy traffic movements from eastbound McKnight Blvd to northbound 36 Street NE.  There are no signal lights on the interchange.

The interchange construction is scheduled to begin in September 2005, with completion anticipated in September 2006.

McKnight - Westwinds LRT Station

The McKnight-Westwinds Station will include a Park 'n' Ride site for approximately 840 vehicles and a bus transfer facility.  

The CTrain station and trackworks will be designed to eliminate conflict between vehicles and trains.  The LRT line will continue north of the Whitehorn CTrain Station along the median of 36 Street, until it is approximately 600 metres north of McKnight Blvd.  The LRT tracks will then pass under the northbound 36 Street roadway and continue along the east side of 36 Street.  This extension will terminate just south of 64 Avenue NE.  

The CTrain station will be designed as a center-loading, walk-on station - similar to that of Somerset-Bridlewood in south Calgary.  Communities will have input to the appearance of the station through public open houses, and through representation on the community consultation committee which is made up of residents in communities adjacent to the CTrain station.

Construction of the station and parking facility is currently scheduled for construction between 2006 and 2007.

Centre of Community (with Recreation Facilities)

Our dream of building a Recreation Centre in Saddleridge continues on.  After many, many meetings and countless volunteer hours, City Council approved the following recommendations on July 25, 2005.

1. Approved recommendations of the Consultant:

a. YMCA Calgary develop and operate the recreation facility component of the Centre of Community, subject to the negotiation and execution of an appropriate agreement with the City of Calgary in this regard.

2. Direct Administration to report to Council though the SPC on Community and Protective Services no later than 2006, January on:

a. Finalizing capital costs for the NE Centre of Community and contributions from Partner Organizations.

b. Developing principles with partner organizations for ongoing operations and address the issues identified in both phases and report;

3. Request Administration include capital costs for upgrading Village Square Leisure Centre to mitigate the impact of the NE Centre of Community, as part of the capital cost Report in Recommendation 2a; and

4. Approve $90,000 to hire a consultant to develop the proposed capital and operating principles, finalize site selection, establish a Project Steering Committee, public engagement and related issues.

Your Alderman Responds:

After a fatality occurred on Deerfoot Trial I approached my colleague, Alderman Bob Hawkesworth to put together a Notice of Motion.  On May 30, 2005, we put this motion to  Council requesting our Mayor ask the Alberta Minister of Infrastructure and Transportation to conduct a safety review of Deerfoot Trail.  On August 8, 2005, the Honorable Lyle Oberg agreed to investigate the possibility of erecting a barrier along about a 1 km stretch around Deerfoot and 64 Avenue.

In response to an issue I felt was extremely important, I put forward a motion to bring the Low Income Bus Pass into effect.  As a result, on August 1st, 2005 the new AISH (Assisted Income for Severely Handicapped) bus pass program was started. Council voted in bus passes for other low income Calgarians to come into effect on January 1, 2006.

I hope everyone had a great summer and I look forward to continuing to work for you and hearing your concerns.

For more information regarding Ward 3 issues, check out our website at www.helenelarocque.ca
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