NM2007-DATE

RE:    
Metis Trail/Pedestrian Overpass



ALDERMAN  LAROCQUE
WHEREAS the Westwinds LRT Station is scheduled to open in the Fall of 2007;
AND WHEREAS representatives from Calgary Rotary Challenger Park (CRCP) and the Cerebral Palsy Association of Calgary have requested connectivity from the Westwinds LRT station to the Park.  CRCP is a barrier free conference and recreational facility that is accessible to all people regardless of their age or ability.  Rotary Challenger Park had approximately 30,000 registered users in 2006, of which 20% were from the disabled community.
AND WHEREAS the overpass will provide pedestrians and other recreational users with safe access to Calgary Rotary Challenger Park from the east side of Metis Trail. The high volume of traffic travelling at high speeds (70 km/h) along Metis Trail creates hazards for those crossing at grade. The new overpass will also provide barrier-free wheelchair access to Calgary Rotary Challenger Park and connectivity to the Regional Pathway System.
AND WHEREAS there is scheduled to be signature business development on the west side of Metis Trail, serving more than 2000 employees.
AND WHEREAS Remington Development has incurred the cost to provide a design of the Overpass and have been working with the City of Calgary’s Transportation Infrastructure department on the proposal where the cost of this Pedestrian Overpass is now approximately $5.8 million.  Delayed approval of this project could result in an increase of 20%  yearly as indicated in FCS2007-28 (Construction Cost Trends & Mitigation Strategy)
AND WHEREAS Remington Development has agreed to cost share this expense with the City of Calgary, providing up to $2.5 million.
AND WHEREAS this Pedestrian Overpass needs to start construction and requires Council approval by Fall of 2007.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Council authorize Administration to negotiate a cost sharing agreement between The City of Calgary and Remington Development for the design, construction and maintenance of a pedestrian overpass across Metis Trail  at 67 Avenue N.E. and such agreement to be brought forward to Council for final approval on September 10, 2007. 
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